TITLE 6 - COURTS

CHAPTER 1 - COURTS AND PROCEDURES

Legislative History: Ordinance No. 01-89, “Designating Judicial Branch Rules and Procedures
as Title I with the Enactment of Chapters 1 & 2,” was approved on February 17, 1989.
Ordinance No. 01-89 was codified as Title II of the Laws of the Tohono O’odham Nation and

comprises Chapter 1, Tohono O’odham Judiciary, and Chapter 2, Judicial Officers and
Personnel.
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CHAPTER 1 Tohono O'odham Judiciary

1-101. Judicial ‘Branch

The judicial power shall be vested in an integrated judicial
branch consisting of trial courts, an appeals court and such
inferior courts as may be provided by law.

1-102. Division of Trial Courts

The ¢trial courts of the Judiciary shall be divided into
criminal, civil, juvenile and traffic divisions.

1~103, Judges

The Tohono O'odham Courts shall comsist of at least six
judges appointed by the Tohono O'odham Council. The number
of judges may be increased by law. . The temrm of office of
each judge shall be staggered, as follows: two (2} judges
for two (2) years, two (2) judges for four (4) vyears and two
(2) judges for six (6) years. Thereafter, tbe term of office
for all judges shall be six years.

1-104. Duties/Jurisdiction

-~

The Tohono O'odham Courts shall carry out the duties mandated

and exercise the jurisdiction conferred by the Comstitution
of the Tohono O'odham Nation and by law.

1~105. Chief Judge

The Chief Judge of <+the Tohono O'odham Judiciary shall @a
elected by the judges of the Judiciary and shgll serve in
such capacity for two vears or until a successor 1s alacted.

The Chisf Judge shall exercise administrative supervision
over +he Tohono O'odham Courts and shall have such other
duties as provided by the Constitution of the Tohone O'odham
Nation =r by lavw.

(1st ed. 2006)

178



1-106. Rules of Court, Practice and Procedure

The Chief Judge, by rules promulgated from time to time,
shall regulate pleading, practice and procedure in judicial
proceedings in all divisions of the Tohono 0'odham Judiciacy
to promote speedy determination of cases. The rules shall be
distributed to all members of the bar and to all other
perscns who practice before the Tohono O'odham Courts.
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CHAPTER II Judicial Officers and Personnel

2-101. Appointment and removal of pro tempore judges.

A.

The Tohono 0O'odham Council may upon the recomimiendation of the
Chief Judge appoint pro tempore judges to the Tohono O'odham
Courts without regard to the number of judges prescribed in
Chapter I, subject to the qualifications, term, rate of

compensation and powers and duties set forth 4in this
Chapter.

Subject to the provisions of 52-106 (B} of this Chapter, the
Tohono O'odham Council may terminate the term of a pro
tempore judge.

2-102, Assignment of work to pro tempore judges.

Division of work among the pro tempore judges of the Tchono
O'odham Nation shall be the responsibility of the Chief
Judge., The Chief Judge may or may not assign any cases or
other matters to a judge pro tempore appointed by the Tohono
O'odham Council.

2-103. Qualifications of pro tempore judges.
A. A judge pro tempore shall be of good moral character, a

resident of Arizona for not less than £five years, and
admitted to the practice of law im any State for not less
than three years preceding the appointment.

2-104, Term of Office of Pro Tempore Judges.

The term of a pro tempore judge shall be indefinits or as set
forth 4in the rtesolution of the Tohono ©O'odham Council
appointing the judge, but in no case shall the term be longer
than six (6) years.
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