
TITLE 6- COURTS

CHAPTER 1- COURTS AND PROCEDURE S

Legislative History: Ordinance No. 01-89, "Designating Judicial Branch Rules and Procedures
as Title II with the Enactment of Chapters 1 & 2, "was approved on February 17, 1989 .
Ordinance No . 01-89 was codified as Title II of the Laws of the Tohono O'odham Nation and
comprises Chapter 1, Tohono O'odham Judiciary, and Chapter 2, Judicial Officers and
Personnel.
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CHAPTER 1 Tohono C' odham Judiciar y

1-101 . Judicial Branch

The judicial power shall be vested in, an integrated judicial
branch consisting of trial courts, an appeals court and such
inferior courts as may be provided by law .

1-102 . Division of Trial Courts

The
al, civil, juvenile and traffic divisions k

trial courts of the Judiciary shall be divided into

1-103 . Judges

The Tohono O'odham Courts shall consist of at least six
judges appointed by the Tohono C' odham Council . The number
of judges may be increased by law . The term of office of
each judge shall be staggered, as follows : two (2) judges
for two (2) years, two (2) judges for four (4) years and two
(2) judges for six (6) years . Thereafter, the term of office
for all judges shall be six years .

1-104 . Duties/Jurisdiction

The Tohono 0' odham Courts shall carry out the duties mandated
and exercise the jurisdiction conferred by the Consii!ution

of the Tohono C lodha.m Nation and. by law

1 --1o Chief Judge '

The Chief Judge of the Tohono 0' odham Judiciary shall be
elected by the judges of the judiciary and shall serve in
such capacity for two veers or until a successor is elected .

The Chief Judge shall exercise administrative supervision
over the Tohono OWL = odham Courts and shall have such other

duties as provided by the Constitution of the Tohono 0' odhant
Nation o by law .
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106 . Rules of Court, Pra ctice and Procedure

The Chief Judge, by rules promulgated from time to time,
shall regulate pleading, practice and procedure in judicial
proceedings in all divisions of the Tohono o ;odham Judiciary
to promote speedy determination of cases, The rules shall be
distributed to all members of the bar and to all other
persons who practice before the Tohono O odham Courts .
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CHAPTER II Judicial Officers and Personne l

2-101, Appointment and removal of pro tempore judges .

The Tohono a'odham Council may upon the recommendation of the
Chief Judge appoint pro tempore judges to the Tohono 0' odham
Courts without regard to the number of judges prescribed in
chapter I, subject to the qualifications, term, rate of
compensation and powers and duties set forth in this
Chapter .

Subject to the provisions of 32 -106 (B) of this Chapter, the
Tohono O odham Council may terminate the term of a pro
tempore judge .

2-102 . Assignment of work to pro tempore judges .

Division of work among the pro tempore judges of the Tohono
O'odham Nation shall be the re sponsibility of the Chief
Judge . The Chief Judge may or may not assign any cases or
other matters to a judge pro tempore appo inted by the Tohono
O'odham Council .

2-103 . Qualifications of pro tempore. judg es .

A judge pro tempore shall be of good moral character, a
resident of Arizona for not less than five years, and
admitted to the practice of law in any State for not less
than three years preceding the appointment .

2-104, Term Office of Pro Tempore Judge s

The term of a pro tempore judge shal l be indefinite o r as set
forth in the resolution of the T h,: no 0 " odhsm Co .lncil
appointing the judge, but in no caL e h _l _ t 2e to m be longer
than six (6) years .
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2-105 . Compensation for a pro tempore judge .

The rate of compensation for a judge pro tempore shall be two
hundred fifty ($250 .00) dollars per day for each day the
judge holds court or presides over any proceeding plus a per
diem subsistence allowance and mileage .

106 . Powers and duties of pro tempore judges .

The powers and duties of a judge pro tempore are conditioned
upon the assignment by the Chief Judge, but otherwise are
the same as provided for other judges of the Tohono O'odham
Courts .

The judicial powers and duties of a judge pro tempore shal l
extend beyond the period of appointment for the purpos e
hearing and determining any proceeding necessary to a final
determination of a cause originally heard by the judge .

2-•107 . Court Commissioners, Masters and Referees

The Chief Judge may appoint court commissioners, masters and
referees, who shall have such powers and perform such duties
as may be provided by law or by rule of the Tohono O'odham
Judiciary .

2-108, Qualifications ; Powers ; Compensation of Court

Commissioners

A. A person appointed as a court commissioner shall be a dul y
licensed member of the state Bar of Arizona and shall have
engaged in active general practice of law for a period of not
less than three years preceding the appointment .

A court commissioner may, in the absence or inability to act
of a judge :

Hear and determine any uncontested matter ;

Administer oaths and take affidavits and depositions in
any action or proceeding ;

Issue any order requiring any person to show cause,
before the presiding judge of a division of the Tohono
O'odham Courts, why he or she should not be held in
contempt of court .

4 . Hear and determine any matter, when so assigned by the
Chief Judge, or exercise such other judicial powers of a
judge of the Tohono O1odham Judiciary as may be necessary
to effectuate the above-enumerated powers .
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