TITLE 12 - ELECTIONS

CHAPTER 1 - UNIFORM ELECTION ORDINANCE

Legislative History: The‘“Uniform Election Ordinance,” Ordinance No. 03-86, was enacted on
December 4, 1986.
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ORDINANCE OF THE TOHONO O’ODHAM NATION

ORD. NO. 03-86

UNIFORM ELECTION ORDINANCE

Statement of Purpose: An ordinance to regulate elections for
public offices in accordance with Article X of the Constitution
of the Tohono 0O’ocdham Naticn and to establish uniform procedures
for the election, removal and recall of public officers, for the
filling of vacancies in public offices, and for the validation
of referendum and initiative petitions and the conduct of ini-
tiative and referendum elections, which procedures afford due

process of law to all persons eligible to vote in national
elections

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED by the Tohonc 0O‘’ocdham Council as
follows:

ARTICLE I - TITLE

Section 1 Short Title

'This Ordinance may be cited as the Uniform Election
Ordinance.

ARTICLE II - ELECTION BOARD

Section 1 Members; Compensation; Quorum

A. There is created an Election Board which shall be
composed of five (5) bilingual members of the
Tohono 0’odham Nation.

B. Members of the Election Board shall be appointed
by the Toheonc 0’odham Council for terms cf five
years, or until their successors are are appoin-
ted and qualified; provided, however, that appo-
intments to the board shall be made in such a way
and for such terms that their terms shall be
staggered so that the term of office of only one
member will end in any single year. The Tohono
O’odham Council may remove a member for ineffi-
ciency, neglect of duty, malfeasance, misfeasance
or nonfeasance of office. The chairman of the
board shall be selected by the board and shall
serve at the pleasure of the board.

c. Members of the board shall be entitled to re-
ceive, upon presentation of proper vouchers, such
mileage and per diem payments as are in effect
for standing committees and boards of the Tohono
0’odham Nation.

D. A majority of the full board (i.e. notwithstand

ing the existence of any vacancy) shall consti-
tute a quorum for the transaction of business,
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but no becard action shall be taken by vote of
less than a majority of such full board.

Section 2 Powers of Election Board

Section 1

The Election Board has full power, jurisdiction and
authority to:

A.

B

Formulate, adcopt, amend and rescind rules, regu-
lations, guidelines and forms reasonably neces-

sary to carry out the provisicns of this or-
dinance.

To appoint, direct, suspend or remove a director
(1f the position is provided for in the board’s
budget) who shall administer the policies, powers
and duties delegated to him by the board.

To prepare and maintain an up-to-date Official

. List of Registered Voters.

To certify the number of members of the Tohono
O0’odham Nation residing in each district, and the
number of votes each district is entitled to cast
at the Tohono 0’odham Council in accordance with
the provisions of section 2 of article V of the
Constitution of the Tohono C’odham Nation and the
provisions of this ordinance.

To conduct elections of public ocfficers of the
Tohono O’odham Nation in accordance with the pro-
visions of this ordinance.

To hear and determine election contests in
accordance with the provisicns of this ordinance.

To receive and process recall applications and
petitions and to conduct recall elections in
accordance with the provisions of this ordinance.

To receive applications for and prccess initia-
tive and referendum petitions and to conduct
initiative and referendum elections in accord-
ance with the provisions of this ordinance.

ARTICLE III - VCTERS

Eligibilitv; Registration

All members of the Tohono O’odham Naticon who have
reached the age of eighteen (18) years shall be elig-
ible to vote at any election, provided their names ap-
pear on the Official List of Registered Voters. The
names of persons appearing on the 1list of eligible

2
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Section 2

-

Section 1

Section 2

voters of the varicus Districts at the last general
election shall be automatically included on the Offi-
cial List of Registered Voters. Persons whose names
do nect appear on the Official List of Registered
Voters may register for listing not less than sixty
(60) days prior to the general, primary or special
election with the district council of their respective
districts. The district council shall, if necessary,
call special meetings to act upon such registrations.
All such registrations shall bear the name of the
voter, his date of birth and hcme address, and the
district in which he will be permitted to vote. If
the district council should decide that a registrant
is a qualified voter, it shall so inform the Election
Board and shall at least thirty (30) days prior to the
general, primary or special election, forward its
resolution and the registration to the Election Board,
and such registrant’s name shall be added to the
Official List of Registered Voters.

Appeals

Any member of the Nation whose name has been removed

from the Official List of Registered Voters or whose

name has been omitted in error, or whose name, for
other reasons, has not been added to such 1list by
action of a district council after registering in
accordance with sectien 1 above, may appeal to the
Tohono O‘’odham Council for listing at least fifteen
(15) days prior to the general, primary or special
election. The Tohone 0’odham Council shall, if neces-
sary, call a special meeting to decide such appeals.
If the Council shculd decide that the appellant is a

qualified voter, it shall order that the appellant’s

name be placed on the list. The decision of the Coun-
cil shall be final.

ARTICLE IV -~ LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Membershipo of the Tohono 0’cdham Council

Pursuant to section 1 of article V of the Constitution
of the Tohono O’ocdham Nation, all legislative powers
of the nation are vested in the Tohono O’odham Council
which shall consist of two representatives, or their
alternates, elected from each of the eleven (11) dis-
tricts of the Tohono 0O’odham Nation.

District Votes

Pursuant to section 2 of article V of the Constitution
cf the Tohono 0O’ocdham Nation, each district shall be
entitled to as many votes on the Tohono O’odham Coun-
cil (divided by ten) as there are members of the

3
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